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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

With the winter abating and spring sprunging I hope that we are all warming up 

for an artful end to 2018.  

We have some fantastic events happening over the following months. 

I love the way that Waitakere Arts people pull together and make great things 

happen for Arts sake. 

For 32 years the Trusts, Council, Local board and Business sponsored exhibition 

has taken many forms. Its newest form The Greater Auckland Awards Exhibition is 

coming up end of Sept-Oct. We are lucky to have an amazing team of people that 

are integral to the success of this exhibition. Thank you to the previous year’s 

volunteers and I hope to see you this year to support the Arts community. 

The Corban Estate has an Open day at the end of October. 

We can use this as a platform to let visitors see what a talented bunch we are and 

share our plans for the future with the wider community. 

Speaking of sharing, I had a request from a special little friend of mine to run an 

Art party for her 6th Birthday. My friends and I rustled up some shoe boxes which 

we Gesso’ d ready to be reinvented as Treasure Troves. The Studio was alive with 

creativity with parents and kids enjoying the transformations. 

I was grinning for days and the guests were thrilled with the Magic of 

Waitakere Studio.  

May we continue to share Art in all its forms and help people understand that it is 

an essential part of a balanced and joyful life. 

Cheers, Sue Butler. 

 

Corban Estate Art Centre,  

THE STUDIO, cnr 426 Great North 

Rd & 2 Mt Lebanon Lane, 

Henderson.  

T: 09 838 5733;   

C:  0212324438 

E:  wccac@xtra.co.nz  

http://www.waitakerearts.com/
mailto:wccac@xtra.co.nz


 

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS  

 

Entry forms available from The Studio and online  

www.waitakerearts.com 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Entries close 7th September! 

Entry form & fee due:  7th September 

 

Bring in day for artwork:  22nd September: 9am-2pm 

Judging day:  23rd September 

 

Awards Evening:  Friday, 28th September:  6.30pm 

Collection of Artwork:  Sunday, 7th October from 5pm 

and Monday 8th October 9.30am-12pm 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBITION AT PIHA till 9th Sept 
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COORDINATOR’S REPORT 

We are slowly seeing changes happening in The Studio with a good more to come, both from a comfort point of view and 

aesthetically.  We would like to see The Studio occupied fulltime with workshops and classes for the community.    

These rooms are also a fabulous venue for a kids painting parties, so spread the word. 

We are looking forward to our main exhibition this year, the Greater Auckland Art Awards & Exhibition which is coming up very 

quickly now.  So, with 7 days left, please get your entry form and fees paid.  If you would like me to photograph your work, bring 

it in and I’m happy to do this for you.  Alternatively, either register and enter online or email your entry form and photos through 

to wccac@xtra.co.nz or wccacexhibit@gmail.com.  We look forward to seeing your artwork. 

You are our voice in the community, so please spread the word about our upcoming exhibition.  We, our President, Committee 

and Members work so hard to make this a fabulous event and it’s yours to promote.   

This month we also opened an exhibition at the West 

Coast Gallery in Piha which will have exhibited works 

from our members.  Wonderful to get our artwork out 

and visible in the community. 

Take care and see you soon, 

Diane Costello 

Arts Coordinator 
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OUTING TO FRANKLIN ARTS FESTIVAL – WED, 5TH SEPT 

Cost for transport:  $8 

Entry fee to exhibition:  $7 

Leaving The Studio:  10am prompty 

Arriving back at The Studio:  2.30pm   

RSVP:   Diane on 021 232 4438 or wccac@xtra.co.nz 

Please advise if you are able to assist with transport 

 

 

WAITAKERE ARTS MEMBER’S CORNER 

Val Enger – Premier Award Winner 

Well done to Val Enger on receiving this award, how wonderful to 

see how her artwork is evolving. 

 

This painting Lillys in Vase won the Estuary Art Awards.  
The painting was done from flowers that I purchased at 
the Home and Garden Show. Nice surprise (as I didn't 
think flower paintings would win).  I became a member 
of Estuary Arts last year.  
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RAY HUGHES 

“ART INTERRUPTED” 

Always interested in art but there were always others a lot better.  But joined into Elam art school.  Tutor for painting John 
Weeks. Still no great talent so got on with other things.  Did the scout bit then cycle traveling with friends got to 
Coromandel & Taupo.  Then into tramping with the Titirangi  tramping club. Did most of the Titirangi bush tracks. Yachting 
looked fun so built a 9 foot sailing boat and with two friends in their boats left Eastern beach for Waiheke & romance.  A 
converted old 18 foot racing yacht followed.  One wild Easter weekend capsized off Beachlands . Was rescued by the 
managing director of Tip Top ice cream with his launch.   

Decided Water was not fun so bought a section water frontage for 40 pounds. Got half a batch built & sold it & bought a 
keel yacht.  Having a keel hard to capsize.  Had a bit of trouble finding good reliable “ crew” so sold it & bought a fairly new 
MG  sports car. This 
was useful to do all the 
Auckland dances in 
search of romance.  It did 
work as I found Joan.  
Sold the MG got 
married bought a 
section & a bit of 
timber & hired a 
caravan for I think 5 
pound a week to live in. 
Spent the next 50 
years there building a 
house.  My then wife 
and I now only had an old 
Standard 9 car. But we 
joined the Auckland car 
club & went to their 
events. Not having a 
sports car was not good enough so eventually found a Morris home built special that looked like an MG.  Also remember a 
Morris Minor & a Triumph.  Must have at last found some money & bought an MG TF.  We joined the MG Car club.  I am 
still a member (now a life member).  

My wife & I did lots of miles and events with the club, Joan as keen as myself.  More Joan than myself got into dog shows.  
We bought a beautiful Shetland sheepdog & started our own kennel “Willowbrook”.  Bred several pups & Joan took “Della” 
to breed champion & obedience champion.  After the dogs were gone Joan got a job with Atlantic Travel & we made use of 
discounts for staff & got around a bit.  AUS.  Hawai,  America, England, Hong Kong, Europe.  Also got into golf.  Waitakere, 
Redwood park clubs & other courses Auckland & around country.  My best handicap was 21.  

Joan won aventures & don’t feel like womens champ one year.  Very very sadly Joan died in 2008 & I have still not gotten 
over it.  No more any.  My interests in life now  are  fortunately my family.  Two daughters,  three grandchildren & 2 great 
grandchildren.  But yes I am still here & still have art.  Very much thanks to Corbans Art.  It is interesting to see the 
different approaches to art.  Some sail into huge canvases, others delicate little watercolours, life drawing and just pencil 
sketches.  Some are happy to just copy pictures out of books.  Must admit I sometimes trace but do not feel guilty about it.  
For myself I like to illustrate something personal to me.  I only manage a pic. now and again.  Spend most my time now 
trying to observe & draw better.  Still hope I can win an award in our next exhibition. 

 

 



 

NATASHA SMYSER 

Hi I am Natasha Smyser, one of the artist members with WCCAC.  

I live in Titirangi West Auckland with my daughter Anjelique. 

My background in arts is centred around mainly 2 mediums of Photography & Sculpture. 

I have tried many different forms of art over the years from firstly starting out drawing from very young, then later at 
school painting/pastel, screen printing & design & print making.  

However these are my top two passions of photography & sculpture, photography of which came first from the old 
darkroom film days in 6th & 7th form Photography, starting when I was 16. 

I used to love the creativity that came with developing & printing from your own negatives, now days I do digital 
photography with post production editing. 

I enjoy capturing wildlife & landscapes mainly in photography, anything where nature is involved, I also like to incorporate 
a natural realism within my carvings such as my whale to show the spirit of the mammal or animal I am creating, as I see 
things come out in the shape & grain of the native wood & bring it to life.  

My second artistic creativity being wood carving 
that I trained for 4 years doing a bachelors degree 
in Māori Visual Arts (Te Maunga Kura Toi) 
specialising in Toi Whakairo (Māori wood 
carving/art). 

I started wood carving in 2013, drawn to it as a 
child through the inspiration left behind from my 
Grandfather E.Mervyn Taylor 1906-1964, a prolific 
artist/craftsman of the time in Wellington.  

Mervyn portrayed 
a lot of Māori & 
early European 
life, as well as flora 
& fauna of New 
Zealand, his 
illustrations were 

in school journals & many other books to date.  

Inspiration grew from growing up around his sculptures, wood engravings, wood blocks, 
paintings, drawings, prints & murals of both Māori & European life as well as Māori 
mythology & legends.  

Back in my day it wasn't a common thing for woman to get into wood carving, especially 
Whakairo (Māori wood carving) at that, now the numbers are growing, I was told by my 
Kaiako (tutor) that I am the 4th woman to get my tohu (bachelors in Whakairo) through Te 
Wānanga o Aotearoa where I studied from 2013 to the end of 2016. 

Since gaining my bachelors in 2017, I have gone on to exhibit work in exhibitions, gallery's 
such as Upstairs gallery inside the lopdell house, (where I also did a lot of voluntary work 
within the art community of Titirangi) carrying out commissions & involved in events such 
as wood & stone symposiums & Tāmaki Waka Herenga Festival an annual event held over 
Auckland Anniversary weekend at the Viaduct Events Centre that attracts 400,000 plus 
through the doors, which I was very lucky to be invited as one of 40 artists representing Toi 
Māori (art).  



 

I entered the 30th trusts 
exhibition in 2016 in my last 
year of studies & won the 
tertiary sculpture award for my 
carving of a taniwha that I 
called Kaitaiaki (guardian of 
the Waikato river) as in old 
Tainui stories of taniwha's 
being guardians. 

I have also been lucky to win 
peoples choice through the 
annual WCCAC 2 years in a row 
with my photography. I still 
carry on entering photo 
competitions when I can, but 
mainly try to exhibit where I 
can as well, I am yet to place 

anywhere but am so grateful to have received peoples choice, as then I know it's liked by the people for the people.  

My mother Rebecca Jane Taylor is also an artist & is amazing at coloured pencil detailed realism works of wildlife, so I was 
born into an artistic family & colour & art has surrounded my whole life ever since I can remember.  

I 
also give thanks to my Grandma Teddy Taylor (Edelweiss) who was a great story teller, filling in my vivid imagination of 
stories of old. She worked for Auckland city art gallery, so as a child I accompanied my mother to all the gallery openings 
everywhere. I used to get bored so I would sit in the corner drawing on the back of the invitations no bigger than an 
envelope, now I have the greatest appreciation & respect for fellow artists & gallery owners bringing to light the world of 
art.  

Thank you for letting me briefly touch on my story, of which continues to grow as I develop my skills, constantly adding to 
the kete. 

MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP WITH EVAN WOODRUFFE WAS 
HELD ON 26TH JULY 

Members attended a further Evan Woodruffe workshop in July. 

  



 

GROUP SESSIONS 

BELLA’S ARTISTS – TUESDAY MORNING 
Class is full 

LIFE DRAWING GROUP – WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  
When: Every Wednesday, 12.30pm to 3.30pm  

Where: The Studio 

Cost:  Contact Gillian Palmer on 09 818 1306 AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

LIFE DRAWING GROUP – WEDNESDAY EVENING 

When: Every Thursday 6.30pm to 9pm 
Where: The Studio 
Cost:  Tatiana Zimina on 021 239 4924 for EVENING SESSIONS 
 

AUCKLAND WEST PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP – EVENING (monthly) 

When:  Every second Wednesday of the month 
Where: Lower Homestead, Corban Estate Arts Centre, cnr 426 Great North Rd & 2 Mt Lebanon 

Lane, Henderson 
Contact:  Doug on  0274816205 

Cost:   $2 per session 

 

This group is different to the usual photography club where the norm for this group is regular critique sessions 

interspersed with outings and workshops.  On the critique session nights, please bring along 4 of your images 

on a USB stick 

FRIDAY GROUP SESSION 

When:  Every Friday from 10am 
Where: The Studio 
Contact: Nada Allen on 09 818 8330 
 

OPEN SESSIONS FOR MEMBERS 

When: Every Monday 9am to 11.30am (no oils after 11.30am);  

Every Monday 12pm to 3pm  

Every Tuesday night 6.30pm to 9pm 

Every Thursday from 9am to 12.30am 

Where: The Studio 

Contact: The Office :  09 838 5733 OR 021 232 4438 
wccac@xtra.co.nz  

mailto:wccac@xtra.co.nz


 

 

TUTORED CLASSES 

SMITA UPADHYE FULL FIGURE PENCIL DRAWING  - TUESDAY 

1ST TRIAL FREE  

When:  Every Tuesday, SPACES AVAILABLE 
Time:   1pm to 3pm 
Where: The Studio, Corban Estate Arts Centre, cnr 426 Great North Rd & 2 Mt Lebanon Lane, 

Henderson 
Contact:  Diane on 09 838 5733 or 022 088 7928 or Smita on 09 820 8654 or 027 4132 606 

Cost:   $20 per session 

 

GABRIELLE RYBURN’S DRAWING & PAINTING CLASS  

 
When: Every Wednesday, 10am to 12pm    SPACES 

AVAILABLE 
Where: The Studio 
Cost:  Contact Gabrielle 09 412 9255 
 
I teach comprehensive drawing techniques, using media ranging 

from pencil, through graphite, to charcoal and ink beginning with 

line drawing, progressing to tonal rendering as a foundation  for 

painting which is generally done in acrylic.  In my own work I use 

pastel, oils, pastels, water colours and acrylics.  

 

Gabrielle has been painting for over 40 years and is a master of 

portraiture and the creator of beautiful still life and landscape 

works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

If there are any items which a member would like to raise for discussion by the committee, please advise any of 

the committee or the office. 

Committee Meetings (generally 3rd Thursday each month) 

 
Monday, 15th January:  10.30am  - done 

Tuesday, 13th February:  11.30am - done 

Tuesday, 20th March:  11.30am 

Thursday, 19th April:  11.30am 

Thursday, 17th May:  11.30am 

Thursday, 21st June:  11.30am 

Thursday, 19th July:  11.30am 

Thursday, 16th August:  11.30am 

Thursday, 6th September:  11.30am 

Thursday, 20th September:  11.30am 

Thursday, 18th October:  11.30am 

Thursday, 15th November:  11.30am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WEEKLY TIMETABLE 

MONDAY Open Studio  

8.30am – 1.30pm  

(no oils after 11am 

to assist those with 

solvent allergies) 

Open Studio 1pm – 

4pm 

(no oils) as this is a 

shared space with 

the Photography 

session 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

4.15pm to 6.45pm 

Monday Painting Group  

7–9pm 

Contact  

Carmen on 09 818 5592 

TUESDAY 

 

Bellas Artists:  

Lynette McKinstrie 

Group booking  

Morning 

FULL 

Tutored:  $20 per 

session.  1-3pm. 

FIRST SESSION FREE 

Smita Upadhye Full 

Figure Drawing in 

Pencil 

Book:  8385733 or 

0212324438 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

3.15pm to 6.15pm 

Open Studio Evenings  

6.30pm – 9.00 

Contact  

Odile Koper 

09 836 4953 

WEDNESDAY Tutored: 

10-12pm 

Drawing and 

Painting with  

Gabrielle Ryburn 

Ph 09 4129255 

Life Drawing:  

12.30 – 3.30pm 

FIRST SESSION FREE 

$15 per session 

Includes model fee 

Contact Gillian 

Palmer on  

09 8181306 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

3.45pm to 6.15pm 

Life Drawing  

6.30-9pm 

$20 per session  

Includes model fee 

Contact  

Tatiana Zimina - 021 239 

4924 

________________________ 

Auckland West 

Photography Group 

meet in The Homestead 

every 2nd Wednesday 

Contact: Doug 

0274816205 

THURSDAY  Open Studio 

8.30 – 12.30pm  

Drop in and join in.  

Tutored 

1-3pm  

FIRST SESSION FREE 

Watercolour 

painting with  

Helen Steven 

Ph 09 834 5832 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

3.15pm to 6.15pm 

Free:  6.30pm to 9.30pm 

FRIDAY Friday Painters  

9.30-12.30pm.  

Contact the office 

for details 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

SATURDAY Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

SUNDAY Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 

Available for 

Workshops/classes. 



 

WCCAC MEMBERSHIP FORM 2018 

 

Full Name: ……………………………………………..…………………………………………………………... 

Address……………………………………………………………….              Postcode:…….….……………,     

Phone (H):………………………     (W): …………………………..       Mobile:………………………………   

E-mail ……………….…………………   

Emergency contact: …………………………Phone (specify H, W or Cell) ……...............……………… 

In the event this is a Family Membership, please state the applicant’s names: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Relationship to the Member:  …..………………………………………………………………………………. 

If you were previously a member, what year…………… and for how long………….. 

Current artistic interests:  (Please circle) 
 

 AC=Acrylic  C=Craft  DR=Drawing   O=Oil    PT=Painting   

PW= Pen & Wash  P=Pottery Pa = Pastel   

PHOT = Photography      SC=Sculpture    WC=Watercolour   

 

 I’m also interested in (please circle): demonstrations;  workshops; classes 4 / 6 / 8 week; outings;  

open studio sessions;  social events;   exhibition trips  

 I may be available to volunteer during exhibitions:  Y/N  

 I’d like to receive notification of events and newsletters via email  Y/N 

 My website address is:    www      

 I would like to link my website to/from WCCAC’s website  Y/N 

 I agree to being photographed during group sessions and this may be used in media Y/N 

 

Signed ___________________________Date:_____/_____/2018 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Individual $40;  Family Membership $60 ($40 for primary member & $20 for partner and 

free for all under 18 children); $20 youth (school, tertiary, university with ID) 

Cheques to be made out to: WCCAC.   

Banking Details:   Kiwibank;  Account No: 38 9018 0675 154 00;    

Account Name:  Waitakere Central Community Art Council 

Please ensure you “Reference” your Name when making a deposit 

 


