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Welcome Members to the winter edition of our newsletter, I hope you are all keeping well and warm!! 

We have again been given the green light to host and run another The Trusts Art And sculpture Awards Exhibition 
which will be in its 29th year.  This year we have introduced Photography and a 13-18 year old Art and Photography 
categories. 

We are well on our way, with me, Janet, and Diane especially, working very hard to get the advertising, entry forms 
and confirming the bookings for facilities, equipment etc. confirmed. 

Check out the website, facebook and in The Studio for entry forms and get your creative juices flowing through your 
fingers to transfer into beautiful pieces of work for the TTASA.  Please share on your facebook pages as much as 
possible any updates. 

Since our last newsletter we have had various art outings.  We've had groups visiting exhibitions in Orewa, Muriwai, 
Kumeu, Mt Eden,  Newmarket, Lake House Gallery, Takapuna and Mairangi Bay Art Gallery.  I was lucky enough to 
have a weekend away in Akaroa with my husband and went to the Christchurch Art show.  Diane, Marion and I 
had on a not too cold but very blustery day on the 19th of June, at the NZ Art Show and Te Papa in Wellington.   

We were treated to a few hours of pastel work in a workshop tutored by Ken Padget, which was both educational 
and fun.  A big THANK YOU to Ken for giving his time a knowledge!!!!.  

Keep checking the white board at the back of The Studio as well as the Website and Facebook pages for upcoming 
events.  We have an outing to Depot Space in Devonport and Lake House Art Gallery on 14th July, and later this 
month is a planned outing to Pah Homestead and Te Uru Waitakere Gallery at Titirangi.  

We are still selling the Entertainment book from The Studio.  This book or E-copy is full of fantastic offers and is 
worth every cent spent on it.  Waitakere Arts earns $13 dollars fundraising for each book sold and is a great way of 
catching up with friends, school holidays, gifts, and when you have visitors,  etc.  There is a sample book available in 
the office if you would like to have a preview.  

As some of you know I have now moved to Taupo with my husband Tim, two dogs and two cats, essentially the only 
change is that you won't see me around The Studio as much as previously, but I will be back in Auckland at various 
times, but am still accessible via email, text, skype and of course on the phone.  Diane and I will continue to be in 
close contact, so please do not hesitate to contact me if necessary and of course Diane is in the Office and at the end 
of the phone.  Thank you for your gifts and warm wishes and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

Stay well, warm and dry 

See you soon 

Juliet Fitzgerald 
President 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK FOR SALE:  $65 for the book or an ecopy.  The Entertainment Book is a wonderful gift 

and provides discounts for various activities, restaurants, movies, cafes, accommodation, etc.  Come and have a 

look at our sample book or order online from www.entbook.co.nz/914809E 

Members, we rely on your annual subscription, please check with the office to confirm that you are 
paid up.  Fees are now as follows: 

 
Individual:  $35;  $40 family, $20 youth (school, tertiary, university with ID) 

Account:  ASB  No:  12-3039-0846680-00;    Ref:  Surname 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

http://www.entbook.co.nz/914809E
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 Tuesday 14th July to Depot Art Space in Devonport and Lake House Arts: Jermaine Reihana at Depot and Optiv 
101 Legends and Myths at Lake House;  Mairangi Bay Arts Centre:  $12 

 Wednesday 29th July to Te Uru “No Town Exhibition” and Pah Homestead:  $10 

 Gibbs Farm – Thursday 3rd December:  Meet at The Studio at 8.45am back after 2pm 

  

COORDINATOR’S CORNER  

Well, another year has rolled by with regard to organizing The Trusts Art & Sculpture Awards Exhibition, we are all 
another year older and in the offices at The Studio, a whole lot wiser!   

A whole lot wiser, especially when it comes to working exhibitions.  I think we’ve done pretty well to date, with 
hosting these events, but, I have to say, success can, in my opinion is measured with a few specific criteria, #1 Success 
in Business and #2 Success in Personal Life.   

1. If the criteria for measuring our Success in Business was an absolute only to the amount of money we brought 
in, then it would, to some extent be a bit of a hollow success without having the satisfaction of doing a great 
job!  This is mitigated somewhat in our instance at WCCAC, as we are a not for profit organization, so we 
cannot garner large amounts of money.  However, that sense of pride still remains, when we can offer a 
service to the community where artists and friends can meet and enjoy and create.  That’s success! 

2. Success in one’s personal life is more to do with personal goal setting and this creates anticipation, an 
excitement with an opportunity to continue to grow, whatever your age. 

The Committee and Exhibition Committee, which includes two seasoned and experienced members, Lynette 
McKinstrie and Suzaine Greenshields, are on track for this major exhibition, which has stepped up a notch to bring on 
board three new categories, namely, Photography and a 13-18 year old Art and Photography.  This requires additional 
planning with good strategies in place for any unforeseen eventualities which may arise.  We will be exhibiting in both 
Sheds 1 and 2 this year. 

So members, please ready yourselves to enter this year’s exhibition with entry forms available in the office. 

The new Membership Cards are now ready to collect if you have paid your membership fees for 2015.  Galina is away 
on holiday in Russia for the next few weeks, so please refer any payments to me.  We wish Galina a wonderful and 
safe trip. 

Kind Regards  
Diane Costello 

 

A TRIBUTE TO A FEW SPECIAL MEMBERS  

 We bid a sad farewell to Ken Davey who passed away at the end of May. 
Ken and Marilyn were two significant members of the Waitakere Arts Council and contributed in many ways, not 
only with being part of the committee for a number of years, but also as President and Treasure. 

 Our condolences go to Margaret and Len Walsh on the passing of their son Mark. 
 

JULY OUTINGS & PLANNED TRIPS 
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http://www.artmajeur.com/efimov/ 

Alexander Efimov is a Russian sculptor.  He graduated from Leningrad's (St. Petersburg) 
Institute Of Art (the sculpture faculty), and is a member of Union of Russian Artists; a member 
of the International Association of ART-IAAAIAP UNESCO and also a member of the New 
Zealand Academy of Fine Art and finally a member of the Waitakere Central Community Arts 
Council.  

Alexander has lived in New Zealand since 2001 and has won some Awards in sculpture in New 
Zealand.  He was selected by the International Jury to be a participant for the Biennale in 
Florence in 2001, 2005 and 2007 to 2011.  He participated at the 12th China Changchun 

International Sculpture Symposium where he represented New Zealand and made a monumental sculpture 3 
meters high.    This took him 2 months to create. 
Alexander now has more than ten years’ experience with bronze casting and more than 30 years’ experience as a 
professional sculptor.  Alexander’s artwork covers psychological portraiture, composition, monument art, 
animalistic, medal art and fantasy. 
 
 

About Alexander Efimov 
 
Alexander Efimov was born on Sakhalin Island in a small town.  All his childhood he drew and made sculptures.  
After school and the army he decided to study art seriously and went to Leningrad City (now St. Petersburg) and 
became a student of the Art Institute.  It was not easy, as after the best applicants were selected there were 
examinations and only one out of five of these applicants became a student of the Art Institute.  Аlexander Efimov 
showed capability as a portrait sculptor while he was still a student at the Art Institute.  His sculpture tutor’s 
assessment of Alexander’s Portrait of the Girl "Marina")  was that you had to love nature in order to make such a 
sculpture.  

Having completed his studies in аrt at the institute, Аlexander decided to abandon the major cultural centre of the 
USSR, Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) and return to his home on the island of Sakhalin in the Far East. As a young 
person, he wanted to create freely without the advice (council) of the authoritative artists.  But also on Sakhalin, in 
the Artists’ Union there were Honored, experienced artists (members of the Union of Artists of the USSR). They 
began to take an interest in the young sculptor, to give him advice and they attempted to give him direction.  

 
The Artists’ Union on the island of Sakhalin was making very serious preparations for the major exhibition in the 
USSR which was to be opened in Moscow.  The experienced artists advised Alexander, not to send his artworks to 
Moscow, because Alexander was too young an artist for such an important major exhibition in Moscow.  But after 
some debate they agreed that he could send just one artwork.  But young people are very sure of themselves.  
Alexander put 4 sculptures in a box, closed the lid and nailed it down. “Why is the box so heavy? Is there only one 
little sculpture?” the Honoured artist asked Alexander.  He replied, «I put in lots of newspapers for padding ".... 

In Moscow, the selection was very strict. The selection group was made up of very famous artists.  No one from 
Sakhalin Artists’ Union (some dozen artists) was chosen except for Alexander!!  The young artist represented 
Sakhalin Island with just 3 sculptures.  The sculptures were of 3 different kinds: a medal, a composition and a 
portrait "Zoya" 
 

 

 

PRESENTING THE ART OF ALEXANDER EFIMOV  

http://www.artmajeur.com/efimov/
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After that Alexander was a participant in many exhibitions, and many of his artworks were purchased.   The portrait 
"Vasily" was purchased by both the Ministry of Culture of Russia and the Ministry of Culture of the USSR.  
 
In the 80’s and 90’s Alexander regularly visited the Sculptors' Creative Centre (Creative Home) in Pereyaslavl - 
Zalesski. This is an ancient town near Moscow, with many monasteries and churches.  Sculptors could use it for a 
two-month period.  Travel costs, the studio, a model, sculptural materials and meals were free of charge.  Famous 
artists visited the Creative Centre offering valuable advice.  More than once Аlexander heard arguments among the 
artists about Alexander's portraits.  The artists said that the portraits were interesting and original but some of 
them abused his art works, but none of them were indifferent.  In the Creative Centre Alexander became 
acquainted with the sculptor, well known throughout the country, Pеter Chusovitin, and made his sculptural 
portrait.  Peter told Аlexander, "My portrait has been made by many known sculptors, but you have made one of 
best portraits, but it signifies nothing, because you will leave again for the Far East, 10 thousand kilometres from 
the cultural centres of Moscow and Leningrad and nobody will know anything about you ".  This was quite true, but 
the fact that a master in this art space had acknowledged Аlexander's creativity was very valuable to Alexander. 
 
Alexander Efimov moved with his family from the island of Sakhalin to the major city of Khabarovsk, which is in the 
Far East of Russia.  He designed a number of special works of monuments for the city of Khabarovsk.  Of 
significance were two contracts, a Memorial Plaque to Mr. Rudnev,  the Commander of 'Varyag' Cruiser and a 
Memorial Plaque to Mr. Sungorsky, a marine writer who was recognized by the press and public of the city and 
these are two of the most original Memorial Plaques of the city of Khabarovsk.  In 1989 after participating in some 
large exhibitions in Moscow, Alexander was invited to join the Union of Artists of the USSR and Russia. It was in 
1990 that Alexander Efimov's personal exhibition was held in Khabarovsk, where about 65 works of art were 
exhibited.  
 
In 1997 Alexander was awarded a Certificate of Honour issued on behalf of the Governor of Khabarovsk Territory 
for "Development of Art in the Russian Far East".  At that time Alexander began casting in bronze. In his studio 
hundreds of things were cast in bronze, and himself cast his art works in person.  Alexander now has 10 years 
bronzing experience. 

Some significant dates:- 

 2001 Аlexander moved to New Zealand with his family to the city of Auckland. 

 2001 Alexander's bronze sculpture "Puppies" won the Waitakere Licensing Trust Art Award 2001 Lincoln 
Green Sculpture Award First Prize in an exhibition.  

 In 2001 and 2005 Alexander Efimov was selected by an international jury as the artist who should represent  
New Zealand in the Florence Biennale, Italy.  

 In 2004 Alexander created the sculptural project for Rutherford College dedicated to Lord Rutherford and 
received the Creative Communities New Zealand grant, and now this project is finishing.  

 In 2004 Alexander's bronze sculpture "No Complite" won Waitakere Central Community Arts Council Merit 
Award and his son Alexei Efimov also received a Merit Award for a painting in this exhibition.  

 In 2005 Alexander’s bronze sculpture “On the Seashore” won the Waitakere Central Community Arts 
Council Merit Award. 

 In 2006 Alexander’s bronze sculpture “ Cat “ won the Sculpture Category 

 Alexander’s sculpture “ A Family “ received a Merit Award on the Waitakere Central Community Arts 
Council Members Exhibition 2006.  

 2011 - Present Sculpture project for Auckland Howick Little Theatre.  

 2011- Participated at 12th China Changchun International Sculpture Symposium. Where he presented New 
Zealand and created a monumental sculpture 3 m. high.   This took 2 months.  

 2012- Prize winner of the category Sculpture by Waitakere Central Community arts Council.  

 2012- Present Sculpture project for Labrador club. 

 2013- Second Merit Prize for Autumn Leaves at The Trusts Art & Sculpture Award 
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  This lovely lass is one of your fellow members.  Be in to win a bottle of 
  wine by guessing who she is??   Place your best guess in the box provided.    
  One entry only per member.   The winner will be announced at the end of 
  August. 

                                                                    ? 
 

Lake House in Takapuna, Mairangi Bay Arts Centre:  19
th

 June  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
A great outing to The Lake House for some local exhibitions and 
The Mairangi Arts Centre. 

 

 

 

GUESS WHO THIS LOVELY LASS IS FOR A PRIZE  

MEMBER’S OUTINGS May & June 
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Mt  Eden Outing:-  

 

 

  

  



NEWSLETTER JULY & AUGUST 2015  PAGE 8 
 

 

 

Once again, our artists and crafts people put on a fine display for the Model-X show.  

Many thanks to our volunteers who manned the ladybird making craft stall for kids. 

Sales weren’t as good as previous years, but we had a hard core of demonstrators 

who really didn’t want to go home. 

And a BIG THANK YOU to Karen Kennedy for coordinating this event, her dedication 

and enthusiasm for rallying the various artists from WCCAC to participate in this 

fantastic event.  And one must never forget the husbands who support their better 

halves in these ventures. 

Karen (right); Dee, Nada and Val (background) 

 

Galina’s stand 

 

 

 

Robin Mansfield 

                                                                          

 

                                                                                                                                          Artists work exhibited 

                                                 

THE MODEL-X SHOW 
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Time is rough on a lot of life pursuits. Athletes dwindle. Dancers pull tendons. Politicians? It varies. But artists, if 
they work it right, they ripen. Here’s Hokusai, the great Japanese painter famous for his Thirty Six Views of Mount 
Fuji, in the mid-1830s, puffing out his chest: “Nothing I did before the age of 70 was worthy of attention. At 73, I 
began to grasp the structures of birds and beasts, insects and fish, and of the way plants grow. If I go on trying, I 
will surely understand them still better by the time I am 86, so that by 90 I will have penetrated to their essential 
nature. At 100, I may well have a positively divine understanding of them, while at 130, 140, or more I will have 
reached the stage where every dot and every stroke I paint will be alive.” 

Hokusai didn’t see 140, but he got to 89, and produced some of his best work in later life. That’s not surprising. 
While art history is full of greats who died early, the truth is that people who make careers of their creative urges 
more commonly live into a productive old age. For every Raphael or Van Gogh who disappeared in his 30s, there 
are dozens like Michelangelo and Titian, Degas and Monet, Hopper and O’Keeffe who combed gray hair, working all 
the while. Artists don’t think about retirement. They’re already doing what they always wanted to do. 

With that in mind, earlier this year TIME commissioned Eugene Richards to visit a number of prominent American 
artists who were in their 80s or about to arrive there. Over 7 months he photographed them in their studios, 
homes and galleries. What follows are pictures from eight of those encounters, with John Baldessari, Mark di 
Suvero, Robert Frank, Robert Irwin, Alex Katz, Faith Ringgold, Betye Saar and Wayne Thiebaud. 

Keep in mind that the work artists do late in life can sometimes rank among their most influential achievements. 
Titian is the great example. In his 70s and 80s he virtually invented free brushwork, a flurry of wild strokes that 
would unlock the firm contours of Renaissance painting and be adopted by artists from Velazquez and Rubens to 
the 20th century Expressionists. Then there’s Renoir. Over the last decade or so of his life he made scores of 
peachy, plump nudes. They look a little campy to us now but they fascinated Picasso and Matisse and helped them 
to rethink the human body. Two decades later Matisse, when Matisse was in his 70s and largely an invalid, he 
developed the cut-paper technique that led to some of the most powerful and delightful work of his long career – 
more than that, to a new way to signify pleasure. Having suffered two debilitating surgeries, maybe he just wanted 
to be the one in control of the blades. That’s another thing about the late ripening of artists, maybe the best thing. 
Every day, they can just pick up the old tools and take charge. 

Eugene Richards is an award-winning American photographer. He was recently honored with a second Getty 
Images Grant for editorial photography. 

Richard Lacayo is an art critic and editor-at-large at TIME. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Age Produces Beauty: Photographs of Legends at Work 

http://www.eugenerichards.com/
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Eugene Richards.   

 

At his age, Thiebaud says, it's natural to think 
about what you would do if you could start 
again—particularly because you can't answer 
that question any earlier. "I don't think you 
learn that much early enough to give yourself 
that much sense," he says. 

The artist's process is much as it ever was: he 
still paints nearly every day, including holidays. 
"It's a kind of madness," he says. 

 

 

  

"All along, you just keep hacking away at it," 
he says of his approach to painting."You try to 
get as many things as you can that don't 
embarrass you, but you never expect too 
many. It's a batting average of pretty low 
impressiveness." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           

"I didn't go to art school, so I worked my way 
through," explains Thiebaud, who had jobs in 
sign painting and commercial art. "I had a lot 
of wonderful people that showed me how to 
do things." 
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Please feel free to advise the office of any events which would benefit a group outing or any news articles which 
may be of interest. 

 

SPACES AVAILABLE IN THE FOLLOWING CLASSES:- 

 Monday Night Painting Group : 7-9pm : Contact is Carmen and details are available from the office  

 Wednesday morning 10am to 12pm:  Painting and Drawing with Gabrielle Ryburn 

 Sunday afternoon 3pm to 5pm:  Chinese Painting for Beginners with Wei Lun Ha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

..\Documents\COORDINATORS WORK\Newsletters\Newsletters 2015\July-Aug 2015\July-Aug 2015 Newsletter.docx 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Visit our website for updates on events, to see exhibition photos and newsletter. http://www.waitakerearts.com/.   
 

 Don’t forget that we are already in an artistic zone on Corban’s Estate.  Visit their gallery if you happen to be in 
the area, as they do have some really amazing art exhibitions in the main gallery and many other art events on 
the estate.  http://www.ceac.org.nz/exhibitions.aspx 
 

 If you have a website which you, as a member, would like linked to our Waitakere website, let me know and 
I’ll update our ‘Links’ page with your details. 
 

 A reminder to please keep the kitchen and studio area neat and tidy and clean up after every session. 
 

 UPSTAIRS LOFT:   This area is available for you to view DVD’s, so let me know if you need any assistance with 
setting up a particular DVD you would like to watch. 
 
DVD Tutorials are available for hire from the office at $2 a copy.  Please write your name; phone no. and date 
in the book and sign off on the return of the DVD.  Please also report any DVD faults to Janet or Diane. 

  

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/COORDINATORS%20WORK/Newsletters/Newsletters%202015/July-Aug%202015/July-Aug%202015%20Newsletter.docx
http://www.waitakerearts.com/
http://www.ceac.org.nz/exhibitions.aspx
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 WEEKLY ART SESSIONS 
OFFICE CONTACTS:  09 838 5733 OR 021 232 4438 

View the website for any additional outings or workshops 
www.waitakerearts.com 

MONDAY Open Studio  

8.30am – 1.30pm  

Drop in and join in.  

(no oils after 11am to 

assist those with solvent 

allergies) 

Tutored:   

Special Needs & Beginners 

1.30pm-3.30pm 

Available for Workshops, classes, 

projects 

Monday Painting Group Booking      

7–9pm 

Newcomers welcome 

Contact is Carmen and speak to 

the office for details 

TUESDAY 

 

 

Bellas Artists:  

Lynette McKinstrie Group 

booking  

Morning 

FULL 

Tutored  

Beginners group tutored by 

Lynette McKinstrie 

12.30pm to 2.30pm 

Open Studio Evenings  

6.30pm – 9.00 

 

 

Contact is Odile and speak to 

the office for details 

WEDNESDAY Tutored: 

Drawing and Painting 

with Gabrielle Ryburn 

10-12noon  

Ph 09 412 9255 

Life Drawing:  

12.30 – 3.30pm 

+/- $12 per session  

Includes model fee 

Life Drawing  

Class 6.30-9pm 

 

Contact is Tatiana on 555-3735 

THURSDAY 

 

 

 Open Studio 

8.30 – 12.30pm  

Drop in and join in.  

Tutored: 

Watercolour painting with  

Helen Steven 

 

1-3pm 

Ph 834 5832 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects. 

 

FRIDAY 

 

 

Friday Painters group  

 

9am -1pm.   

Contact the office for 

details 

Available for Workshops, classes, 

projects. 

 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects. 

 

SATURDAY 

 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects 

Available for Workshops, classes, 

projects 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects  

SUNDAY Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects 

Tutored: 

Chinese Painting For Beginners  

3-5pm $15 per session 

Wei lun Ha 

021 254 2983 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects 

  

http://www.waitakerearts.com/


WCCAC NEWSLETTER JULY & AUGUST  ‘15   PAGE 13 
 

Our Sponsors 

                                                       
                                    

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

[FRAMES] by Daniel     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Revell Family Trust 

Sudan Hairdressing 

Greg Presland                  
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