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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

 

We're back to normal at the Arts Council with the TTASA now behind us. It proved to be one of our 
most successful years yet, with the highest amount in sales and attendance. I would like to say a big 
THANK YOU to all our members that have helped out. In particular to our committee members and 
Diane our coordinator extraordinaire, it was so nice to have you all on board for this one. There is 
always room for improvement and our member’s feedback is welcomed. The Presidents role only 
lasts 2 years and so my time to say goodbye has come. It has been a great pleasure to have served 
first as a committee member and then for more than 2 years as Vice and finally as President. Juliet 
Fitzgerald, our Vice President, will act as President until our next AGM.  Lucky for us she has 
professional experience as an Event Manager and I'm very confident she will carry on if not improve 
on how things are done. I'm wishing this Art Council a very successful future.  And I'll see you around. 

Yours sincerely 

Odile Sprenkeling 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE 
2014 – 2015 

President 
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P O Box 21447 
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Auckland,  0650 

WAITAKERE CENTRAL COMMUNITY ARTS COUNCIL  

Our Website:   http://www.waitakerearts.com/ 

 

TAKE NOTE:- 

 OUTING:  Gibbs Farm outing on Thursday 20th November.  Depart from The 

Studio at 9.30am.  Bookings essential and places are limited.  $12 per member. 

SPACES STILL AVAILABLE!  Phone or text Diane on 021 232 4438 

 

 

 

http://www.waitakerearts.com/
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COORDINATOR’S CORNER 

 

As Coordinator, I've had a hectic year and a half since I was appointed to this position.  I've thoroughly enjoyed my time here and 
look forward to every day at ‘work’.  There are few people who can attest to this in their place of work!   

The enjoyment stems partly from the fact that I love a challenge, have a passion and drive to ensure the direction we take is 
appropriate for the Arts Council and its members, is realistic and achievable, but is always a step forward from where we were last 
month.  The fact that we can always do something a bit better is constantly at the back of my mind, however, the alternate little 
voice does tend to say "if it ain't broke, DON'T FIX IT!”   The other aspect is of course the people, many of whom I have come to 
know better and appreciate for your qualities, friendliness and with a tendency to assist in "getting the job done" if required.   

Such is the case with the Trusts Art & Sculpture Awards Exhibition.  Well, second time round and I felt it ran like clockwork.  I am 
delighted with the result and the fact that it was such a success was due in no uncertain terms to the fantastic support from our 
President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Committee who helped steer the process, from start to finish; our Volunteers who 
helped with Bringing in Day; Judging Day; the Hanging Team; Gallery Duty Personnel; and then reversing everything, which again 
required the same number of volunteers to assist.  The 'behind the scenes' personnel and non-members, such as Bob Sprenkeling, 
who takes on the responsibility of getting the heavy stuff in place.  The heavy equipment we need magically appears when 
needed and then it magically disappears. A big thank you Bob.  A number of us also have family in the form of children and 
grandchildren who are automatically seconded to assist.   

Of special mention is a pupil from the Henderson High School, Gina Harrop who gave of her time, because of her interest in art to 
volunteer and we were delighted to have her work with us. 

It's now time to say goodbye to Odile Sprenkeling our President, who committed as much time as she could allow between jobs 
and a family emergency overseas.  Odile did such a great job.  Her attention to detail would have made a high ranking 
international gallery proud!  Thank you for your passion and drive Odile, you have done a sterling job over the last year and a half 
and I enjoyed working with you.   

Juliet Fitzgerald, our Vice-President, will step into the role of President until our AGM and both Odile and I have every confidence 
that the transition from Vice to President will be seamless for Juliet, who I've come to know fairly well over the last year and a half, 
with her quick wit and humour and we are lucky to have her on board. 

Unfortunately, I can't put my feet up just yet, as there are things to do, people to meet and worlds to conquer, as in our upcoming 
Members Exhibition in March and motivating for some new criteria for the Trusts Art & Sculpture Awards 2015. 

I'd like to take this opportunity of wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and all the very best to you and 
your families and I hope to see you at our annual Christmas function on the 10

th
 December. 

Diane Costello 
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Waitakere Central Community Arts Council 
 

Cordially Invites You to Our 

ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
10th December 2014 

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

The Studio 
Corbans Estate Art Centre 

426 Mt Lebanon Lane, Henderson 
 

PLEASE BRING A PLATE and A SECRET SANTA GIFT for $5 
 

R.S.V.P. by 3rd December  to  
Diane Costello at 

wccac@xtra.co.nz or call (09) 838 5733 and leave a message or, 
text to 021 232 4438 
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Focus on Margaret Norwood 
Born 1939 in Christchurch, I lived my first 20 years in the Stoker's house next door to the Sumner 
Gasworks. Apparently I began my art story early, as I’m told that when 4 yrs old Dad predicted I’d grow to 
be an Artist, after I’d painted blue spots all over my new baby sister's freshly painted cream pram. I 
remember in Std 1, painting what I’d intended as “A Birthday Party", using big paint brush at an upright 
easel. At home-time we left them signed, to dry on our desks. Next day unrecognisable, it hung up front 
titled "Sunset" ?! Maybe the intrigue of watercolours was born in me then. 

Teachers urged my parents to have me taught music, so began 10 years of piano lesson with mum 
cleaning at the local hotel to pay for them. In Fourth Form I won the Cadbury Fry Co. Art Prize ( A book 
called "Painting for Pleasure by R.O. Dunlop. In Fifth Form I was awarded The Ada Richards Art Scholarship. Sadly nothing came of that 
as my parents needed me to help financially at home and to now pay for my own music lessons. Dad found me a job, happily with a 
paintbrush in my hand, as Show Card and Ticket Writer in the Display Department in Beaths Departmental Store. Here all work was 
needed yesterday. No time for training, only how to hold the brush and spread the bristles to a chisel end and to leave a good margin 
around the lettering.  

Four Years later I was offered a similar job at Barker and Pollock’s Auckland. So now, ending my music study, I left home and moved 
north to a new life, which included playing cornet in Auckland Girls Silver Band, then met Allan and married 2 years later with little 
more than Allan’s Ford 10 car and my piano. We have 2 lovely daughters (and now 5 Grandkids in their 20’s).   When our girls were 2 and 
4years old, I almost died with peritonitis and gangrene. Fright! Not wasting any more time I began night school Art Classes, as I'd 
always wished to paint more than just lettering.  I began with Oils, later Pastels ( mostly portraits, and many were of children who had 
died) and Inks till in 1988 I enrolled for a serious one year course at ASA under Sue Vincent Hill who launched me into Watercolours 
which became my real passion!  I really felt I had 'Come Home' at last. 

My Art has always been squeezed into corners of my busy life as, along with loving being a mother, I’d had my home show-card writing 
for local shops to keep up and Piano pupils after school plus part time sign work for Farmers Lynn Mall and lots of involvement in 
community music...schools, church, Morrison’s funerals, etc 

Later I taught Yamaha Music School, then worked 10 years in Admin for the Music Education Centre which I "retired" from in 2004 and 
went on to enjoy 6 years Tutoring watercolours ( 5 for WCCAC). 

Both a 6 week trip to Scotland (including a week’s Painting School on Mull) and holidays at my sister's in North Canterbury, inspired 
many of my paintings. I’ve always worked mainly from my own photographs or 'en plein air'. I’ve had one Solo Exhibition in Milford 
Plaza's' Gallery, 2 in 1991 and with 'Group of Six' in 1992 in the French Arts Shop's Upstairs Gallery. Selling well, winning several Awards 
and being selected 14 years for the Waitakere Trust Awards Exhibition have been a huge encouragement. Taking part in the 2012 
Waitakere Open Studio Weekend was great fun. (Actually a grand finale for our old home and garden of 50 years, as we didn’t know we 
were to move the following year) 

Anything that stirs my juices I enjoy painting...  Landscape (especially trees), Life, old buildings, animals and birds, floral, portraits, 
reflections on water......If I had to stick to just one of these, I’d pick TREES in all the seasons, with all their personalities, and attitudes. 

Its great being a member of WCCAC (since it was formerly named Festival Arts Society in the 1970’s), and the Life Group, and the 
Titirangi Painters. Artists are such warm, feeling people and I’ve made many wonderful friends and thank them all for their friendship 
and encouragement. 

Slowing down now, two regular pleasures of mine are painting outdoors monthly with 5 from my former class, and playing weekly 
music for Waitakere Hospital Seniors in the Muriwai Ward. 

As you can see, Music and Art always vie for my time, but both are very fulfilling and rewarding. So tho I didn’t get to use my Art 
Scholarship or to sit ATCL, looking back I know, that being a  perpetual pupil has me feeling integrated, at peace and filled with huge 
gratitude for the gift of them in my life.  

Margaret Norwood 
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Sumner Gasworks  in 
Watercolour 

Springtime Scotland 
In Watercolour  
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Halcyon Days in Watercolour 

Our Christine in Oil 

Farmer Jack in watercolour 

Good Morning in acrylic 
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Outings during October & November 
 

Auckland Art Gallery & the Gow Langford Gallery – 20th October 2014 

There were 7 members who visited the Auckland Art Gallery and Gow Langford Gallery.  
Two Members decided to experience the wonders of light at the Light Show.   This 
experience comes highly recommended by both parties as a must do.  This gallery always 
has much to offer and caters to everyone’s artistic style.  

Follow the link http://www.aucklandartgallery.com/lightshow 

 

Zealandia – 10 November 2014 

On Monday 10th November a group of 13 artists had the great pleasure of visiting  
Terry Stringer's (TTASA 2014 sculpture judge) Zealandia Sculpture Garden, North of 
Auckland. Tim McWhannell showed us around explaining the meaning and different 
aspects of each of the sculptures.  

The display studio was specially built with 'moving wooden walls' to create a larger gallery 
area/room within the small space of the gallery with paintings from Terry Stringer and Richard McWhannell, Tim's brother. Terry 
explained to us the process of creating the sculptures starting with clay then making a plaster cast, then with wax and then it goes to 
the foundry to be cast in bronze. Terry makes a small sculpture first and then makes the final large one, often 2.5 metres tall.  We then 
climbed back into the van to head back to Waitakere Arts, stopping at the Cheese factory café in Puhoi for an awesome lunch. Thanks 
to Gerry for driving us, and Terry and Tim for a fascinating and informative tour of 
Zealandia. 

Juliet Fitzgerald 

 

  

http://www.aucklandartgallery.com/lightshow
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Our Photography Guru 

Steve Harper 

I have affection, possibly affliction for photography.  It allows me, 
hopefully, to creatively, share something of myself in what I see and 
choose to record.  In the history of photography, there have always 
been ways and means to manipulate scenes captured on glass and 
film, now mostly digital files, to give the artist/photographer 
opportunity to enhance images as expressions of their own view of 
the world.  Thankfully, photographers have been inventive and 
creative in expressing themselves and will continue to be.  I hope at 
least in a small way to be able to contribute some value to the 
photographic community and the people who view my efforts in the 
craft/art of photography.  Being a member of a photography club and 
national organisation has been of real benefit to my interest and 
participation in the medium.  Associating with a wide variety of people 
with interest in life and art is vital to me to be able to continue to be 
motivated to share my photographic efforts with the world. 

These are the two images I’ve had on the NZ Photographer 
magazine:  http://nzphotographer.co.nz/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://nzphotographer.co.nz/
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Matipo Primary School 
 

For several years some members of our Art Council have been 
invited to participate in a combined art display alongside the 
students at Matipo Primary on Te Atatu Peninsula.  The Principle 
Wayne Bainbridge has a great interest in art and encourages the 
students to participate in the arts and learn from artists in the 
community.  The school holds a collection of works from previous 
years which are displayed in the hall.  Each year there has been a 
different theme and this year was “The Pacific”.  One year the 
theme was conservation and a book was produced with all the 
artworks featured and each artist was given a copy. 

This year our members (WCCAC) and members of Titirangi Painters 
participated.  These were,  Helen Steven, Suzaine Greenshields, Sue 
Wood, Juliet Fitzgerald , Abdul-Satar Jawad,  Robin Mansfield, 
Barbara Leikis, Ken Padgett and Lynette McKinstrie.  Next year the 
three disabled artists in Lynette’s class will be invited to participate. 

Lynette McKinstrie 
Photos by Juliet Fitzgerald
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Some inspiration with the camera - Peter Liepke 
 

In a world far from perfect, I am more interested in the aspect of showing the viewer what could be, or the visual way in which I 
see the world as opposed to simply photographing a bleak literal interpretation that shows the viewer what is.  Maybe my visual 
philosophy contradicts the medium of photography itself, but if we don't hold true to our own vision, then why bother doing it? 

The aspect of making deep political, social, or philosophical 
statements with my photographs is not a priority for me. There 
are enough inequities, social ills, and sadness in the world already 
that the media covers incessantly. Perhaps the editor of Art Times 
said it best when he wrote the following. 

"Where is it written that our sensibilities must be sullied by the 
seamier side of life along with our intellects?  We know the world 
is a vale of tears. Must art pile it on in yet heavier doses? There 
was a time when the world thought that the artist was chosen and 
that they were on a mission not to tell us what we have but what 
we might have if we'd only get our act together and see beyond 
the obvious. Art was supposed to transcend life, not imitate it. 

Crap is obvious - and I for one am wearied by its presence. Show 
me please the light at the end of the tunnel. Show me yet once 
again how beauty can nourish my inner being. 

Don't show me what is, show me what can be, and how I might 
get there - even if only in my mind - as I lose myself in a painting, a 
musical score, a poem, or photograph". 

 Raymond Steiner, Editor Art Times Journal 
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Upcoming & Current Events 
 

 Visit our website Calendar if you are unsure of the date and time of events as these will be displayed 
http://www.waitakerearts.com/.   
 

 OUTING:  Gibbs Farm outing on Thursday 20th November.  Depart from The Studio at 9.30am.   
Bookings essential.  $12 per member. 
 

 North Shore Photographic Society’s 60
th

 Anniversay Exhibition on until 22
nd

 November at Mairangi Bay Arts Centre.  See   
 http://www.mairangiarts.co.nz/Exhibitions/Currently-Showing/ 
 

 Waiheke Sculpture Trail:  date TBA in 2015 
 

 Titirangi Potters – Lopdell House 6
th

 – 30
th

 November.  See  http://titirangipotters.com/ 
 

 Artists registration for Fabulous Summer Art Show at the Upstairs Gallery Lopdell House.  Registrations open 4
th

 Dec to 11
th

 Dec ’14.  
See  http://www.upstairs.org.nz/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/the-fabulous-summer-art-show/ 
 

 WCCAC is exhibiting a number of our Open Studio member’s work from 19
th

 November through to January 2015 at the Glen Eden 
Library.  If you would like to have your work exhibited, please contact the office.  Work will be rotated over the coming weeks.. 

 
 Don’t forget that we are already in an artistic zone on Corban’s Estate.  Visit their gallery  if you happen to be in the area, as 

they do have some really amazing art exhibitions in the main gallery.  http://www.ceac.org.nz/exhibitions.aspx 

 

 If you have a website which you, as a member would like linked to our Waitakere website, let me know and I’ll update our 
‘Links’ page. 
 

 CRITIQUE/ASSESSMENT SESSION by Lynette McKinstrie:  In the new year – date TBA 
 

 UPSTAIRS LOFT:   This area will be available for you to view DVD’s in the new year – date TBA 

 

 
 

Please feel free to advise the office of any events which would benefit a group outing or any news articles which may be of interest. 

 

http://www.waitakerearts.com/
http://www.mairangiarts.co.nz/Exhibitions/Currently-Showing/
http://titirangipotters.com/
http://www.upstairs.org.nz/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/the-fabulous-summer-art-show/
http://www.ceac.org.nz/exhibitions.aspx
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 WEEKLY ART SESSIONS 

View the website for any additional outings or workshops 
www.waitakerearts.com 

MONDAY Open Studio  

8.30am – 1.30pm  

Drop in and join in.  

(no oils after 11am to 

assist those with solvent 

allergies) 

Tutored:   

Special Needs & Beginners 

1.30pm-3.30pm 

Available for Workshops, classes, 

projects 

Monday Painting Group Booking      

7–9pm 

Newcomers welcome 

Contact the office for details 

TUESDAY 

 

 

Bellas Artists:  

Lynette McKinstrie Group 

booking  

Morning 

FULL 

Tutored  

Beginners group - FULL 

12.30pm to 2.30pm 

Open Studio Evenings  

6.30pm – 9.00 

FULL (place your name on the 

waiting list) 

Contact the office for details 

WEDNESDAY Tutored: 

Drawing and Painting 

with Gabrielle Ryburn 

10-12noon  

Ph 094129255 

Life Drawing:  

12.30 – 3.30pm 

$12 per session  

Includes model fee 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects. 

 

THURSDAY 

 

 

 Open Studio 

8.30 – 12.30pm  

Drop in and join in.  

Tutored: 

Watercolour painting with  

Helen Steven 

 

1-3pm 

Ph 834 5832 

Life Drawing  

Class 6.15-9pm 

Contact Tatiana on 555-3735 

FRIDAY 

 

 

Friday Painters group 

booking 

 

9am -1pm.   

Contact the office for 

details 

Available for Workshops, classes, 

projects. 

 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects. 

 

SATURDAY 

 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects 

Available for Workshops, classes, 

projects 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects  

SUNDAY Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects 

Tutored: 

Chinese Painting For Beginners  

3-5pm $15 per session 

Wei lun Ha 

021 254 2983 

Available for Workshops, 

classes, projects 

  

http://www.waitakerearts.com/
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[FRAMES] by Daniel     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Revell Family Trust 

Sudan Hairdressing 

Greg Presland  
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Henderson, Auckland 

  Coordinator:  
 Diane Costello 

 
Office contact details: 

 Tel:  09 838 5733 
Cell:  022 088 7928 

Email:  wccac@xtra.co.nz 
Exhibition related email 
to: 
wccacexhibit@gmail.com 

Website:       
www.waitakerearts.com 

mailto:wccac@xtra.co.nz

